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	Abbreviation
	Meaning

	ac
	before meals

	ADL
	activities of daily living

	Ad lib
	up to/at pleasure, as desired

	AKA
	above the knee amputation

	amb
	ambulate

	bid
	two times a day

	BKA
	below the knee amputation

	BM 
	bowel movement

	BP
	blood pressure

	BRP
	bathroom privileges

	BSC
	bedside commode

	
	with

	cc
	The same as mls/milliliters, but is NOT acceptable for use as an abbreviation

	DC
	discharge/discontinue

	Dx
	diagnosis

	F
	female

	FF
	force fluids

	h
	hour

	HOB
	head of bed

	HOH
	hard of hearing

	HR
	Heart rate

	h. s.
	hours of sleep or at bed time

	ICU
	intensive care unit

	IS
	incentive spirometer

	I & O
	intake and output

	IV
	intravenous

	Kg
	kilogram

	L 
	left or liter

	lb
	pound

	LLQ
	left lower quadrant

	LUQ
	left upper quadrant

	M
	male

	MI
	myocardial infarct or heart attack

	mL or ml
	milliliter

	mmHG
	millimeter of mercury

	Na
	sodium

	N/A or NA
	Not applicable

	NC
	nasal cannula

	NKA
	no known allergies

	NKDA
	no known drug allergies

	NPO
	nothing by mouth

	N/V
	nausea and vomiting

	O2
	oxygen

	O2 sat
	Oxygen saturation

	pc
	after meals

	po
	orally or by mouth

	post
	after

	pre
	before

	prn
	as needed or when necessary 

	q
	every

	q.i.d.
	four time a day

	q 4H
	every four hours

	R
	right

	RLQ
	right lower quadrant

	RRT
	rapid response team

	RUQ
	right upper quadrant

	s̅
	without

	SCD
	sequential compression devise

	STAT
	Immediately

	TCDB
	turn, cough, deep breath

	TEDs
	thrombo embolic deterrent

	t.i.d.
	three times a day

	tol
	tolerated

	TPR
	temperature, pulse, respirations

	TWE
	tap

	UA
	urinalysis

	UO
	urine output

	VS
	vital signs

	*Virtual VS
	*vital signs and I & O q4H for 72 hrs

	w/c
	wheelchair

	w/o
	without

	WDL
	within defined limits

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Medical Terminology
	Meaning

	Broncho
	Bronchi, bronchus

	Cardio
	Heart

	Colo
	Colon, large intestines

	Cyano
	Blue

	Derm
	Skin

	Gastro
	Stomach

	Gluco
	Sweetness, glucose

	Hemo
	Blood

	Hepato
	Liver

	Nephro
	Kidney

	Osteo
	Bone

	Phlebo
	Vein

	Pnea
	Breathing, respiration

	Uria, Uric
	Urine

	A-, an-
	Without, lacking

	Bi-
	Double, twice, two

	Brady-
	Slow

	Dys-
	Bad, difficult, abnormal

	Hemi-
	Half

	Hyper-
	Excessive, too much, high

	Hypo-
	Under, decreased, less than normal

	Pre-
	Before, prior to, in front of

	Post-
	After, behind

	Tachy-
	Fast, rapid

	-algia
	Pain

	-ectomy
	Excision, removal of

	-emia
	Blood condition

	-itis
	Inflammation





	Medical Terminology
	Meaning

	-osis
	Condition, state, increase

	-ostomy
	Creation of an opening

	-pathy
	Disease

	-penia
	Lack or deficiency

	-phagia
	To eat, swallowing

	-plasty
	Surgical repair, reshape

	-rrhage
	Excessive flow

	-rrhea
	Profuse flow, discharge

	Anterior/Ventral
	At or toward the front of the body 

	Posterior/Dorsal
	At or toward the back of the body or body part

	Distal
	Part farthest from the center or point of attachment

	Proximal
	Part nearest to the center or point of attachment

	Lateral
	At the side of the body or body part

	Medial
	At or near the middle or midline of the body or body part
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